
 
 

 

 

Nana Star Posable Doll  

Evaluated by:  Rev. James G.W. Fisher - Product Evaluation 
Specialist  

Product Evaluation Summary Date:  08/11/2008  

The world of Nana Star brought to huggable, snuggable, lovable 
life! Just right for playtime, storytime, and bedtime. The sweet and 
oh-so-very-pretty Nana Star doll is crafted with love and special 
attention to details that Little Twinkles will appreciate. She even 
comes with the baby star for them to care for!  

 

 



Huggable, Snuggable, Lovable, That's Nana Star!  

There is no question about it, huggable, snuggable, loveable,...you have to be talking about Nana Star! Nana 
Star - The posable doll, is the award winning book character Nana Star brought to life for children. Nana Star 
represents the very essence of a perfect world where friends are important and helping others is a normal thing 
to do no matter how much of a challenge it may seem to be to fulfill someone's need.  
 
Between the ages of 3 and 5 a toddler is undergoing an incredible amount of development both physically and 
mentally. Insecurity and fear are quite dominant as a child becomes more acquainted with their new 
environment so different from the warmth and security of the womb. A serious need is always present during 
this time for toys and other products which will help the child adjust more easily in this experience. Nana Star is 
a perfect character to fulfill the empty void of need for a child as they are playing alone, or as their mother may 
be reading a book to them. (If their mother is reading to them, perhaps it's a book from the Nana Star series!)  
 
Nana Star has come to life from her series of Nana Star books into the reality of the retail market and the 
homes of kids across the globe. As stated in the introduction, she is so loveable, snuggable, and huggable for a 
child to have providing a sense of security, not feeling alone. She’s a comforting presence for a child as they 
are playing each day, listening to Mom as the orator, as she reads a book from the Nana Star series, plays the 
Nana Star CD, or as they drift off to their own private dreamland of sleep.  
 
Nana Star Brings a Mother and Child Together  

Nana Star creates an environment of learning for a young child and their mother or caretaker that stimulates 
the imagination and a child's creative thought. Instead of a doll with a meticulous personal appearance, Nana 
Star is simple, with a cute little dress with soft basic colors, that is crafted with love and special attention to 
details. She even comes with the baby star for them to care for! This simple design is a quite innovative 
concept which triggers the creative thought processes which are a vital part of critical skill development in a 
child. Nana Star encourages the mother or caretaker to interact with their child.  
 
Renewing The Bond  
 
In society across the globe today we see the family unit becoming more disassociated. Infants and toddlers are 
becoming a secondary thought, being put in a crib with a doll or some other toy to let their imaginations run 
wild with no support or guidance, while mom strolls off to attend to other priorities. If you do a query on any 
search engine about family disassociation you will find that this is a highly prevalent concern in U.S. society. An 
OB/GYN doctor who is one of our evaluators for this product evaluation made it quite clear in her report, "Nana 
Star touches a woman and child in a unique fashion which once again brings the mother and child back into a 
symbiotic relationship as they were when the child was in the womb."  
 
To just leave a child in a crib, playpen, or other area of convenience, unattended and ignored is detrimental to 
their development. Even I am fully aware from my teaching at a pre-school, that a child needs stimulation not 
just from toys and dolls, but live interaction with its mother or caretaker. Our OB/GYN doctor evaluator also 
expressed, "While the child was in the womb they had a consistent environment of stimulation of their senses, 
especially from the mother's voice, emotions, and even her touch. Suddenly and quite unexpectedly, the infant 
is removed from the comfortable and secure environment of the womb and is thrust into the light of our own 
world we experience.  
 
The doctor made another very valuable point..."Every single moment of a child's life in those first 3 to five 
years is part of the time of their mental and physical state being developed in which a mother should be in 
constant vigil. As I read further into her report I noted how she sees the story of Nana Star and the fallen star 
much as a mother and child. An infant/toddler has a need that must be fulfilled and cannot be ignored without 
consequence. It requires a sacrifice of time and energy on the part of the mother that may often times seem 
impossible, but isn't the life of that child worth it? The doctor goes on to say, "The Nana Star doll serves as a 
perfect conduit or tool to make a mother's efforts more easily accomplished in her interaction with her child; an 
object of equal recognition and familiarization."  
 
Now speaking from my own personal standpoint as a product evaluation specialist and former pre-school 
teacher, if a mother goes one step further and utilizes Nana Star's book along with the Nana Star posable doll, 
she now has a perfect combination to interact with her child and not feel the pressure so greatly in the time 
taken to do what she is supposed to do in the first place! Due to many pressures in society as a whole today, 



many mothers need something to help them initiate a greater level of communication with their child or 
children. As a posable doll, Nana Star, in combination with one of the books from the Nana Star series, is 
without question an excellent medium to help "break the ice" in their efforts to improve.  
 
Understanding What Nana Star, The Posable Doll Is All About  

In order to gain a full understanding of the full value of "Nana Star" 
as a posable for your child, you first need to be aware of what the 
book she came from is all about in its storyline. In "Nana Star", she 
discovers a new friend who has an important need. She can choose 
to disregard it and move on about her business or she be responsible 
and choose to help her new found friend by fulfilling the urgent need 
which he has.  
 
As they travel in pursuit of fulfilling this need, Nana Star discovers that when she puts her mind on the positive 
aspects of what is around her, she discovers that her own needs are fulfilled. She discovers a wondrous world 
of life where selfishness is not a part of the scenario. 

Nana Star represents the values and ethics of the authors of the book which are carefully woven into the 
storyline as a contribution to the betterment of others. It is an award winning book that captures the very 
essence of what is good and creates an allure to read the book or listen to the CD so that this very essence 
may be imparted upon others to experience!  

As a posable doll, Nana Star" takes the message of the Nana Star book series and transforms into an invaluable 
asset to a mother and child. Cost-effective, popular, and a proven positive contribution to others. In this case 
we are just talking about Nana Star, the posable doll, but just imagine the possibilities of Nana Star, the 
posable doll and the book put together! You can read our evaluation summary of "Nana Star - Book 1", "Nana 
Star and the Moon Man - Book 2", and the "Moonman Lovey" as well.  
 
Nana Star Is A Hit In Hands-on Consumer Evaluation  

Consumers have no hesitation in telling you what they think of a product when given the opportunity and it isn't 
always what you desire to hear. This being the case, doing random hands-on consumer evaluation of products 
really tells you a lot. The REAL opinions that let you know just how good a product really is and if needed, how 
to improve upon it.  
 
Nana Star was put through the ropes with our consumer hands-on evaluation portion of our evaluation. Nana 
Star, pulled a fairly solid interest in our hands-on product evaluation at multiple public locations in Las Vegas, 
NV. Along with a very large number of toys, games, and other juvenile products which were all being provided 
for random evaluation by consumers, Both Nana Star and Nana Star and the Moonman were on top of their 
game at all of the locations with our evaluation participants. It was interesting how Nan Star and the Nan Star 
plush doll held great interest to all of our evaluation participants yet at the same time pulled a completely 
different range of responses.  
 
It was a very interesting point to see the surprisingly large turnout of mothers and toddlers who wanted to 
have an opportunity to see both the Nana Star book, as well as the Nan Star plush doll. Many of the mothers 
were delighted to sit next to their strollers or with their toddlers in the 108 degree heat at the local parks and 
read "Nana Star" to their child as their child played with the Nana Star posable doll. Many of the toddlers or 
younger children displayed all kinds of amusing expressions as their mothers read to them. Unlike with the 
Moonman plush doll, the toddlers were delighted to listen to their mothers with a look of awe, moving the arms 
of Nana Star back and forth. I can just imagine the children's creative minds enacting a scenario of their own 
dream world in their minds with Nana Star accompanying them as their mothers read the book softly to them.  

The responses from the mothers was far more than moderate. Two mothers who were twins spoke up and said, 
"That book is just the greatest for our kids." Her sister then kicked in her own comment with, "Hey hun you are 
forgetting that adorable doll as well which really is a perfect match with that book." The two sisters expressed 
how that they ...often times find combinations of books and dolls, but more often than not, the doll may be 
cute as can be, but the books are usually rather dull and have no real story." Nana Star, the book, and the 
Nana Star posable doll were a literal perfect combination as far as these ladies were concerned.  
 



For the participants at the local mall we used for our public hands-on evaluation, there was plenty of interest in 
kids reading Nana Star. Nana Star was doing the same as Nana Star and the Moonman, pulling plenty of 
attention as it captured the hearts of every reader. Once they had seen Nana Star and began reading, there 
was no turning back...they were now Nana Star fans!  
 
When we compiled our feedback forms from all of the public demo locations, we discovered almost all of the 
participants were simply overjoyed with Nana Star. Nana Star undoubtedly proved to be a very popular hit in 
our consumer hands-on evaluation.  
 
Your Opinion Counts  
 
Your opinion counts whether you realize it or not. Maybe you were not on of the hands-on evaluation 
participants, but your opinion still counts all the same. We welcome you to share your opinions about this game 
or the product evaluation summary itself in our "Ask The Toy Man" Blog / Forum for others to see what you 
have to say.  
 
A Sampling of Some Of The Primary Ratings Scores  

While other organizations will define their ratings in a "blanket" method which simply defines each rating in an 
overall usage, we choose to take a different approach. Each individual rating that was assigned to this product, 
based upon our evaluation process, is briefly explained as to how that specific rating score was reached. The 
ratings for this product are listed below. Please remember that these are just six primary evaluation categories 
that are part of a far greater overall group of evaluation categories used for our product evaluation.  

DESIGN QUALITY: Rating Level 5 - The design quality of Nana Star was a tough one to call at first but it was 
soon determined that we it was a top level product in this category. The stitching was optimal and overall 
workmanship was nothing but the best. Even the clothing was well balanced with the doll figure itself and the 
textiles used were of high level quality. It may be simple but the quality was clearly there. The final analysis in 
our evaluation came to a perfect score of "5" in this category. No question about it, that score was duly earned.  

 
DURABILITY: Rating Level 5 - Durability was the same ranking as with our design quality. We pushed the 
limits in our tug and pull portion of our evaluation, yet Nana Star still held up to the pressure. The textile 
materials used for the clothing and body of Nana Star was very solid quality material for the price point of the 
product. It is undoubtedly made to last through repetitive and extended play. The final analysis in our 
evaluation of Nana Star in this category was a rating of 5 out of 5. 

 
FUNFACTOR™: Rating Level 5 - FunFactor™ was nothing short of the very best in scoring with Nana Star. The 
"FunFactor™" was clearly evident as being at the very highest of levels during our random consumer hands-on 
evaluation. Nana Star had a very unique effect with the pre-school girls as they handled her with care, looking 
at her cute little dress, feeling the material or just holding her close. It was easy to see the excitement with the 
little girls with Nana Star. The toddlers simply smiled their crazy grins and shared their own unique expressions. 
The level of fun appeared to be quite consistent with all of the participants looking at Nana Star. Nana Star 
pulled a perfect score of "5" in this category. 

 

HUGzFactor™: Rating Level 4 - Nana Star proved to be rather interesting with the children in this evaluation 
category. Pre-school boys were drawn to other products while the pre-school girls seemed to be enthralled by 
Nana Star. Such an incredible level of attention was being paid to Nana Star and virtually every aspect of this 
little doll. Everyone of the little pre-schoolers wanted to hug her close, some even rocking her gently as they 
hugged her. Nana Star was over the top in her scoring in this category with a perfect score. 

 

MARKETING VALUE: Rating Level 4 - The marketing value of Nana Star is well above average in this 
category. In our evaluation we have to go by the book and our guidelines are designed to keep personal opinion 
as far out of the picture as possible. With that thought in mind, we established that Nana Star is a sure thing 
for repeat sales but is just not on the top for impulse buying. Although there was strong attention to Nana Star 
by the children, it just wasn't enough to pull a perfect score. Combined with either of the books from the Nana 
Star series, Nana Star would be a perfect combo, but alone she fell short of a perfect score by a single digit. 

 



VISUAL APPEAL: Rating Level 4 - When it comes to visual appeal,Nana Star scored quite good yet just short 
of a perfect score by a single digit. She is a very cute plush posable doll, yet at the same time just not enough 
visual appeal to pull off a perfect score, despite the popularity. In this category Nana Star pulled a score of "4". 

 


